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Substitution of former spouses contribution record to give entitlement to an Old Age 

Pension 
 

As announced by the Chief Minister in his budget address last year the Government 
introduced two important legislative measures in this afternoon’s session of Parliament.  
The first is the Social Security (Closed and Open Long-Term Benefits and Scheme) Act to 
allow divorced persons to claim an old age pension based on their former spouse’s 
contributions during the period of marriage. Subject to satisfying the relevant contribution 
conditions, an old age pension will be paid on a pro-rata basis based on the current 
dependant rate.  For divorced persons who have paid the full contribution for a number of 
years but who still do not have sufficient contributions to entitle them to an old age pension, 
or are only entitled to a reduced old age pension in their own right, they may aggregate their 
own contributions to those paid by their former spouse during the period of marriage.   This 
will enable them to acquire entitlement to an old age pension or a higher rate of benefit than 
they are receiving at present. 

  
Furthermore, married women who have paid or are paying the reduced social insurance 
contribution, or women who have not paid contributions as self-employed persons because 
they have formally opted out from doing so pursuant to applicable regulations, may opt to 
make retrospective payment of the difference between the reduced social insurance 
contribution and the full social insurance contribution. Provided that the minimum 
contribution requirements are met, this measure will entitle them to a pension in their own 
right when they reach the age of 60.  This measure will also apply to women who are already 
of pensionable age. The election to pay the supplementary contribution must be made 
before the 31 July 2008. 
  
The relevant application forms may be obtained from the Department of Social Security, 14 
Governor’s Parade or from the official Gibraltar Government Website: - www.gibraltar.gov.gi    
  
For further information, please contact the Department of Social Security on Tel.75716.   
  
Further Right of Election to Pay Arrears
  
The second measure was an amendment to the Social Security (Closed Long-Term Benefits 
and Scheme) Act.  This will allow people with a further opportunity to pay arrears of social 

http://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/


insurance contributions provided they were eligible to pay arrears on the 6th January 1975, 
but did not elect to do so at the time. 
  
This will apply to all those persons who have an incomplete contribution record in respect of 
periods of actual employment in Gibraltar at a time when they were exempted or prohibited 
by law from contributing to the Social Insurance Pension Scheme either because they 
earned more than £500 per annum or because they were self-employed. 
  
This option will also be extended to the widows and widowers of any insured person who 
was eligible on 6 January 1975 but is now deceased and to those persons who at the time 
may have opted to pay the arrears by instalments but were unable to complete all the 
payments. 
  
Any application must be made prior to 1 June 2008. 
  
Any person who considers that he may be eligible to pay arrears of contributions under 
Section 7B of the Social Security (Closed Long-Term Benefits and Scheme) Act is advised 
to contact the Contributions Section, Income Tax Office, on Tel 52737.  
  
Applications for the payment of arrears of contributions may be obtained from the  
Contribution Section, Income Tax Office, College Lane (Treasury Building) or from the 
official Gibraltar Government Website: - www.gibraltar.gov.gi   
  
Commenting on these legislative amendments, the Minister for Family, Youth and 
Community Affairs, The Hon J Netto said: 
  
“It gives me great pleasure to have moved these two measures in Parliament.  They are 
important GSD commitments to give piece of mind to those who have been concerned by 
the gaps in payments of their social security contributions and to divorced persons, mainly 
women, who may not have worked because they were looking after the children of the 
marriage and therefore received no share of the working spouses pension when they were 
divorced.  This was not a socially just situation and we have corrected it.” 
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